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We have a lot this month. The Obedience and Rally trial did very well 
and we had the First Aid Class.  Be cure to check out the information 
on the free App with information about many first aid problems. 

I found an article on Degenerative Myelopathy that has some 
interesting information. 

Be sure to get you information in to Mada Skare to receive plaques 
for your dogs’ new titles at the January banquet.  The deadline is 
December 10. If you have received a plaque for your dog in a prior 
year, you can get a bar for any new titles for free or you can upgrade to 
another plaque for $20.  Also remember to get your reservations in for 
the banquet.  The form is on page 8.  The theme this year is Casino.  I 
have no more information on that yet. 

December 8 we have the seasonal pot luck with Santa pictures with 
your dog. There will be fun and prizes.  See more information on Page 
7. 

Cynthia Curran has provided  book review on German Shepherds in 
the movies. 

As always we have a lot to look forward to in the coming year. I believe 
there will be several Obedience/Rally Trial weekends.  Obedience and 
Rally have been separated from the Specialty Show this year. The 
Conformation Specialty Show will be in May. The Scent Work trial will 
be in June and the German Shepherd Fun Day will also be in June with 

December 13 Membership Meeting Animal Inn 8:00 PM
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some new activities, such as the 
AKC Temperament Test.  Don’t 
worry we will still have the GSDCA 
Test either at the Fun Day or at the 
Specialty. 

We are hoping to have a Herding 
Fun Day and possibly add an 
introduction to Barn Hunt and of 
course in September there will be 
the Herding Trial weekend at Polly 
Simpson’s. 

Julie Swinland
Blackforestgsd@msn.com
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Cajun and Mary Bente high in 
Obedience trial in trial 3 out 

of 4 trials!

GSDCMSP Obedience and Rally Trials
4 obedience trials and 4 rally trials in 2 days.  Quite an event.  
Judged by Charles Kline and JoAnna Yund.  Trial Chair was 
Taylor Prhcal and Secretary was Kim Morris. 

Anita Secord and Arlo 
earned the

Intermediate Rally title

Ron Halling and 
Lucie

Zeus, finished his Rally 
Novice title! with Bobbi 
Smith

Continued on page 3

Melissa McIntyre and Linea 
High Combined and Triple 
High Combined all 4 Rally 
Trials
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Katie Halfen showed 6 dogs and all 6 
dogs earned a new title!! Kiana earned her 
beginner novice obedience title!
Bear earned his rally intermediate title!
Java earned her rally intermediate title!
Eureka earned her rally intermediate title!
Luna earned her rally novice title!
Ayla earned her rally novice title and 
earned highest scoring breed Champion for 
her performance in beginner novice both 
Saturday and Sunday!!

Charlene Dudley and her dog 
Como on their success at our club 
Obedience and Rally trials this past 
weekend. Como received a 3rd place 
Novice B Obedience and a new title, 
2nd place Advanced Rally B and a 
new title and 1st place Advanced Rally 

Alaska Casamoko’s Land 
of the Midnight Sun CD 
BN RI NA NAJ AXP AJP 
OFP THD CGCA TKN 
(Alaska)

Bison Connie Halfen 
Casamoko’s Alaskan 
Stampede BN RI CGC 
TKN (Bison) — at 
Animal Inn Training 
School.

Lola  Casamoko’s 
Dancing Queen V 
Alaska CD BN RI AXP 
OJP OFP CGCA TKI 
(Lola)

Onyx is now able to say he 
has his first obediance title..

Steffca’s Welcome to 
Jurassic World CGCA TKN 
BN

Bred by Stephanie 
Steigerwald
Owned by Stephanie 
Steigerwald and Candace

Continued on page 4
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Mary Bente and Cajun

Kim Morris Jax

Holly Fitzenberger JaxThe  Demo Team 
performed during lunch.

Connie Halfen

Continued on page 5

Congratulations to club 
member Melissa McIntyre 
on High Combined in Adv. B 
and Excellent & High Triple 
Qualifying Score in all 4 
trials!
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Beginner Novice

Bobbi Smith and 
Zeus

Charlene Dudly 
and Como

Eywa and Julie Swinland picked up a 
few ribbons and prizes, placing in all 4 
Rally Master, Rally Excellent, and Rally 
Advanced classes
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Thank you to all the competitors for helping make our fall obedience and 
rally trial such a success! There were numerous titles earned throughout 
the weekend, many highs, many qualifying runs and so much fun had. Our 
judges, Chuck Kline and JoAnna Yund, were very informative and wonderful 
judges to trial under. 

Thank you to my trial committee; Kim Morris (Trial Secretary); Laura and 
Holly (Raffle); Ann and Laurie (Food); Amanda and Beth (Helping out of 
the ring); Laurie and Terry, Cynthia, Holly, Kenna and Emma (Stewards); 
Julie, Ginny, Mike, Laura, Holly, Candace, Kim (Clean up crew); Melissa 
(Ribbons and Awards); Ron and Julie (Run through’s); Mike (for 
everything!)  I am sure I am forgetting to list a few, please let me know. You 
haven’t been forgotten and we appreciate you as well - so many people to 
thank for helping our trial run smoothly!

The GSDC-MSP Demo team had a wonderful performance Saturday during 
lunch, be sure to keep an eye on them as they perform in 2020!

Keep training and enjoying time with your dog - we hope to see you trialing 
again in 2020! 

Taylor - Show Chair 

A Message From the 
Obedience/Rally Trial Chair
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Schedule of Events

11:00 PM Social Hour
12:00 PM Lunch Buffet
1-3 PM Meeting,
Awards, Presentations

Members $30.00
Non-Members $35
Kids 12 and under $14.95

Casino Theme!

January 18,2020
Lake Elmo Inn Event Center
3712 Layton Ave. N. Lake Elmo

GSDCMSP Annual Awards Banquet 

Reservation Form - RSVP by January 8th 2020

Name________________________
Email_________________________
# Guests Attending_________
Amount enclosed______________

Send to:

Ann Jeddeloh 291 
Day Farm Rd
Hudson, WI 54016

Make Checks out to GSDCMSP

8
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2018 GSDCMSP Awards Form 
Presented at the Awards Banquet and Annual Meeting on Saturday, Jan. 12, 2019

Form Due Date: Monday, Dec. 10, 2018

Award Type: Please CIRCLE       BAR  or  PLAQUE
__________  Upgrade from bar to plaque is $20 
__________  Purchase additional bar is        $15
__________  Purchase additional plaque is $30

Make check out to GSDCMSP, check must be enclosed
Mail or email this form, a check (if upgrading to plaque/ordering duplicate plaque) and write-up to:

Mada Skare
106 Twinkle Terrace

Circle Pines, MN 55014
Email questions to: wildfanz@comcast.net

2019 GSDCMSP Awards Form
Presented at the Awards Banquet and Annual Meeting on Saturday January 18, 2020

Form Due Tuesday Dec 10, 2019

Did you and your dogs earn AKC titles during the 2019 year? If yes, please fill out the attached form to be recognized at 
the GSDCMSP Awards Banquet and Annual Meeting on Saturday, Jan. 18, 2020.  The GSDCMSP is honored to recognize 
its members for their efforts in training, exhibiting, and ultimately earning titles with their dogs.

Eligible Titles/Awards: The Club shall present an award for all performance and conformation titles issued by the 
American Kennel Club and the Canadian Kennel Club. Awards are also given by the Club for titles earned at the 
American National Specialty Show, and titles earned from the GSDCA, including conformation, obedience, herding and 
agility: Grand Victor and Victrix, Select or Select Excellent, Futurity/Maturity Victor/Victrix, Winner’s Dog / Bitch, Best 
Junior Handler, Best Puppy, Top Ten Stud Dog/Brood Bitch, ROM, Highest Scoring German Shepherd Dog in Regular 
Obedience Classes, Highest Scoring Champion in Obedience, High in Herding Trial, High in Agility Trial, Performance 
Award of Merit, Award of Excellence (AOE) and High in Tracking Trial, etc. Awards are also given for appearances in the 
annual Redbook Top 10 Futurity Sires and Dams, and the Top 10 AKC Major Pointed Sires and Dams.

In 2017, the membership voted to also include awards at our Awards Banquet to members earning performance titles with 
other reputable canine performance organizations (non-AKC) in Agility, Barn Hunt, Canine Freestyle, Dock Diving, 
Herding, Lure Coursing, Nosework, Obedience, Schutzhund/IPO, Rally, Weight Pull (see full list on page 2).

For certificates honored at the AKC and GSDCA level, the Club acknowledges the certificate in the Awards Program 
booklet in the “Honorable Mention” section. Examples include: Temperament Certification, Top 20 recognition, Herding 
Instinct Test, the Achiever Dog award that AKC is currently piloting, and other such certifications and awards. 

Eligible Members: These awards will be presented to members of the GSDCMSP in good standing. This requirement 
may be met by being a Member in good standing at either the time the award is earned or at the date of the Annual 
Banquet at which the award is to be given or by becoming a Member Applicant by the date of the Annual Banquet at 
which the award is presented.

Plaques and Bars: The Club will present one plaque per members’ dog for their first award. Any additional awards 
presented by the Club to that same dog, for the life of the dog, will be in the form of a bar, which is hung from the bottom 
of the plaque; however, a member may purchase a plaque instead of a bar each year for the difference in cost to the 
Club. Members and co-owners may purchase duplicates. Members may create an award for those titles not recognized by 
the GSDCMSP at the cost equal to the amount billed to the Club.

Please submit the required information for titles earned in the 22019018 calendar year to have your plaque (or bar) ordered 
and ready to be presented at the Awards Banquet on Jan. 12January 18, 2020, 2019 (each dog's first award is paid for by the Club). 
________________________________________________________________________________________________

AWARDS FORM: Please Complete for each dog, DUE DEC. 10
Owner(s): ________________________
Dog's Registered Name (with title abbreviations):______________________________________________________ 
Dog's Call Name:__________________
Titles earned in 2019 (list all titles, printed):___________________________________________________________
You are encouraged to include write-up information on a separate page (must fit on one page of our booklet) for the 
Awards Program booklet. Please bring a framed photo of your dog to the Awards Banquet.

Please print clearly
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Wonder Dogs: 101 German Shepherd Dog Films, Jordan 
Taylor, Reel Dogs Press, 2009.

On Dogs: An Anthology, introduced by Tracey Ullman, Notting Hill 
Editions, 2019.

Dogs in Art, Susie Green, Reaktion Books, 2019.

This seems a perfect time of year to recommend books as gifts for those of us 
who live in the dog world. We all have our love of dogs in common but there is 
something for everyone in these three volumes chosen for December.

Wonder Dogs makes a great reference book for that German Shepherd lover in 
your gift circle. Jordan Taylor gives all the appropriate information about each 
film, including the real name of the GSD actor and his/her trainer. If anyone 
cares, the principle human actors are listed as well! Taylor admits these films are 
just a fraction of the hundreds, perhaps thousands of German Shepherd films produced since 1921 but her sense 
of humor in recounting the sometimes jaw-dropping inanity of some of the plots makes for fun reading.

The author clearly has a more than passing acquaintance with our breed, because she is careful to characterize 
the German Shepherd star of each film by correct color and coat description. In Sign of the Wolf (1941), for 
example, Taylor notes that Grey Shadow, the star, is an ‘unusual-looking, black sable shepherd with pale eyes.’

I found it most interesting to see the photographs sprinkled throughout the volume which clearly track the 
development of the German Shepherd, at least in popular eyes, through the 20th and early 21st centuries. Taylor 
is brave enough to trace the evolution of Rin Tin Tin though the decades and provides several pictures of the 
various dogs.

This book is perfect for those on your list who are German Shepherd lovers and who like film, especially from 
vintage eras. Although not comprehensive, I was impressed that she included Kommisar Rex. This is a popular 
Austrian television series featuring a gorgeous red and black male who is clearly smarter than his human detective 
sidekick. After watching a couple of episodes, I would also say that Rex is a better actor, too.

If your tastes run to the literary rather than to moving images, you can’t miss with On Dogs: An Anthology. This is a 
lovely little volume with a kicky introduction by the wonderfully comic Tracey Ullman and the selections are just as 
quirky. Who would have expected to read pieces on dogs by William Shakespeare, Virginia Woolf and Alice Walker 
alongside small gems by David Sedaris and Brigitte Bardot? This beautifully produced book even has an attached 
ribbon to mark your place and it seems to be perfectly destined to sit atop your nightstand—or in the smallest room 
in your house—to entertain in tiny bites.

If, like me, your attention is always drawn to the visual arts, you may wish to get one copy of Dogs in Art for 
yourself as well as one to give to a loved one. The reproductions are carefully done, with the black and white 
pictures sharp enough to see the details and the color plates sumptuous. As one would expect from this publisher, 
the text is scholarly in detail but written with a general audience in mind.

I was delighted to find that the illustrations are not focused only on Western art but also have a decent 
representation of cultures worldwide as well as in history. There are many illustrations which cause the reader to 
stop and stare in wonder; my attention was arrested by a painting of Shiva (c. 1820) riding a giant parrot with a 
faithful dog scampering ahead. But the reader will be best rewarded by reading Susie Green’s excellent narration 
which divides her vast topic into subjects which help us understand the various roles that dogs have assumed in 
art and in human life over two millennia. This volume is staying with me for the foreseeable future; I’ll have to find 
something else for my sister.

--Reviewed by Cynthia Curra
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Canine and Feline First Aid Course
Six club members attended the Canine and Feline First Aid Course on November 8 presented by  Christopher 
Otto of Red Cape CPR.  Lecture was interspersed with videos of various procedures. We had hands on 
practice with stuffed dogs learning to create a makeshift muzzle, bandage a leg injury, check the pulse in the 
femoral artery, how to move an injured dog, and give CPR. As a final test we each acted out coming upon a 
dog that was down with no pulse and not breathing.  We followed the procedure giving compression, breathing 
into the nose and simulated calling the vet. We received certificates following the training and we also received 
a Pet CPR Student Handbook. 

There is an APPC mobile App  from the Animal Poison Control that is a free Download. This app contains 
a searchable database of hundreds of different substances including but not limited to: household hazards, 
medications and warm and cold weather toxins commonly found in or around an animal’s surroundings. 
 Details for each toxin including: scientific name, common names, sample images, severity of exposure            
and potential symptoms for at-risk dogs, cats, horses, and birds.
    Color-coding to help you identify the toxins of most concern.
    Chocolate and rodenticide poison calculators to determine severity level.
    One-touch speed-dialing to the ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center.
    Online and offline access to app information.
    Access to APCC online resources.
    Information about APCC podcasts, speaking engagements and other events.

You can access a  24-hour emergency poison hotline at 1-888-426-4435.
There is a fee for this service.

Greg and Carla Scott, Virginia 
Bailey, Carol Ouhl, Nancy Kehoe, 
and Julie Swinland attended. 
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Musical Freestyle with Bones. 
Our new routine to American 
Woman by the Guess Who
2 qualifying legs ,
1 st place in regular novice
Award for Most Bonded
~ New title ~
Sat / Sun 2 day seminar with 
Bev Blanchard

In AKC Mannix finished his Master Standard 
Preferred title (MXP) and his Master Jumpers 
with weaves title (MJP).
In CPE finished his Enthusiast Champion 
Standard title (TChST) and qualified for 2020 
Nationals. 
Recognized this year from GSDCA  for his 
Performance Award of Merit. 
PAM, DAE, CT-ATCH,  Ch. Lindenhill-Gracelyn 
Fat Nat  OFA H/E, Cardiac, DM, HT, PT, RN, 
XFP, MJP, MXP, TChST, CTL2, CTL3, CTL4, 
TKI, TC, CGC

BRAGS

Another great weekend of agility 
for Bones !!
QQ & QQQ on Sat & Sun
( 1 Wrong course from a perfect 
weekend )
Huge thank you to Judge Cathy 
Nelson for awesome courses. 
Even the ones on Friday with 
the wrong course tunnel at the 
end 🤪.
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Konnie got her IGP 1 

(a three phase test consisting of 
tracking, obedience, protection)

Now she is U-CH URO1 Zuza von 
der Staatsmacht IGP1 TKI TC RN 

-- Taylor Prhcal

David Mielke takes 3 dogs through a rally 
course at training.  Brave soul!

BRAGS
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Continued on Page 15

Hope for degenerative myelopathy 
By: Kelly Diehl, DVM, MS, Dipl. ACVIM 
July 8, 2019  

Learn more about genetic testing for degenerative 
myelopathy and discover what Morris Animal Foundation is 
doing to help in the battle against this disease. 
For many practitioners, degenerative myelopathy is a frustrating and heartbreaking disease. 
Frustrating because the diagnosis is a challenge and no treatment options exist beyond supportive 
care. Heartbreaking because of the disease’s relentless, cruel progression. However, the last 
decade has brought a quantum leap in our understanding of this disease, a new diagnostic test, 
and renewed efforts to find a treatment that could substantially impact the quality of life for our 
patients afflicted by DM. 

Researchers have searched for a specific cause of degenerative myelopathy since the disease was 
first described 45 years ago. Morris Animal Foundation was an active supporter of many of these 
early studies, funding research focused on everything from vitamin deficiencies to viral 
infections. However, none of these avenues yielded a clear-cut cause for the disease. 

Veterinarians have long recognized a breed predilection for DM. The advent of more 
sophisticated genetic tools in the early 1990s allowed researchers to explore the genetic 
underpinnings of the disease in greater detail. This, coupled with the discovery of a genetic 
mutation associated with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis in people, fueled more research to 
pinpoint a genetic basis for the disease. In 2009, researchers at the University of Missouri and the 
Broad Institute identified a mutation in the canine SOD1 gene as the likely culprit, opening a 
new era in our understanding of the disease and providing hope for a potential treatment. 
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A screening test for SOD1 (including a variant unique to Bernese mountain dogs) is available to 
veterinarians and dog owners. The test can help estimate the risk for disease development but 
must be interpreted with caution, since data suggests that other genetic or environmental factors 
also are critical to the development of degenerative myelopathy. In addition, not all breeds with 
the mutation have been proven to have disease susceptibility. According to the Orthopedic 
Foundation for Animals, breeds that have met this level of scientific evidence are: 

• American Eskimo dog
• Bernese mountain dog
• Borzoi
• Boxer
• Cardigan and Pembroke Welsh Corgi
• Chesapeake Bay retriever
• German shepherd dog
• Golden retriever
• Great Pyrenees
• Kerry blue terrier
• Poodle
• Pug
• Rhodesian ridgeback
• Shetland sheepdog
• Soft-coated wheaten terrier
• Wire fox terrier

Although genetic testing can help with diagnosis of DM, definitive diagnosis can still be 
challenging. Commonly used diagnostic tools such as X-rays, magnetic resonance imaging and 
spinal fluid analysis have all fallen short in definitively diagnosing this disease. Morris Animal 
Foundation-funded researchers at Cornell University are exploring the use of an advanced MRI 
technique, diffusion tensor imaging. This tool may help detect subtle spinal cord changes and 
help in the diagnosis of degenerative myelopathy. This approach is successfully used to detect 
white matter lesion load in human patients with neurodegenerative disease. Early data using this 
new imaging technique in dogs is promising. 

Despite promising advances in the diagnosis of DM and a greater understanding of how the 
SOD1 mutation contributes to pathogenesis, an effective treatment for DM remains elusive. 
Foundation-funded researchers at North Carolina State University are tackling this problem 
using a new gene silencing technology. In a small clinical trial enrolling four client-owned dogs 
with degenerative myelopathy, researchers are seeing if they can reduce the expression of the 
mutated gene using this new technique. If effective with no adverse results, researchers will 
explore this strategy further as a potential novel therapy for dogs with degenerative myelopathy 
in clinical trials. 

As research continues, supportive care and physical rehabilitation remain the cornerstones of 
treatment for this disease. 

 For more information about our DM studies, visit Morris Animal Foundation. You also can 
subscribe to the Foundation’s new monthly email newsletter and podcast series, Fresh Scoop, 
geared toward practicing veterinarians. Fresh Scoop provides updates on the latest veterinary 
research findings on health advances that will impact your practice today, and shape veterinary 
medicine tomorrow. 
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c 2019c

Sheep Herding D Course 
David Mielke recently competed in a D Course Sheep herding trial and won.  I 
wish I had been there to take pictures and video. When he described it was very 
impressed.  Below is a diagram and Dave’s description of this. Exercise. 

Dave’s narrative:

“D’ Course run, club has 6 
variable courses. Start at 
sorting pens, take out 20 
sheep, move them to Take 
Pen and re-sort, 10 into take 
Pen, 2 groups of 5 back into 
sorting pens.  Take 10 from 
Take Pen, down Alley Way to 
lot 3, around tree and back 
through Gate 8 to Feed Pan, 
leave sheep go to post, then 
fetch sheep across field 
through Alley Way, back to 
Gates 6 & &, put 5 through 
both gates, then groups of 
5 through remaining gates 
to Sort Pens, put groups 
back in Sort Pens, Run 
time at judges’s discretion.  
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Club Events GSDC MSP Class Schedule 

Ring 1 and 2
No Obedience and Puppy class until Further notice. 
Puppy 1 & 2 ............................,,,6:00-6:45  
Beginning Obedience ............,,,7:00-8:00
Intermediate/Novice.................,,8:00-9:00

Ring 3
Rally    Julie Swinland ..............6:00-7:30
Conformation   Ginny Altman...7:30-

Rally and Conformation continue and we will have 
some guest lecturers and a First Aid and CPR course 
coming soon. 

December 8 Socialization and 
Obedience Workshop followed by
with Pictures with Santa and Pot Luck 
2:00-5:00
December 13 Membership Meeting

January 18 Annual Banquet Lake Elmo 




